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84 Notes and Queries. 

M. Louis Lartet ; and " On the Human Bones found in that Cave," 
by M. Pruner-Bey, are the chief memoirs yet published in the Reliquiae 
Aquitaniw, and are accompanied with elaborate descriptions of the 
plates of bone implements by M. E. Lartet, and of those of stone im- 
plements by Professor Rupert Jones. Altogether a great amount of 
very valuable information has been already brought together in this 
work, which is illustrated also with two of a series of sketches of in- 
teresting points in the Vezere Valley made by Mr. W. Tipping, and 
carefully lithographed, and with numerous woodcuts illustrative of 
many specimens, caves, etc., referred to in the text. A memoir by 
Dr. Broca on the human bones from Cromagnon is expected to follow 
shortly ; and both the past and the future seem to concur in carrying 
out the liberal intentions of the lamented Henry Christy, the origina- 
tor of the book, and the acute, energetic, and liberal collector of the 
contents of these caves, who planned and commenced this work, not 
for profit, but for the diffusion of knowledge and the advance of real 
ethnological science. 

The first number of the Zeilschrift fur Ethnologic, edited by A. Bas- 
tian and Dr. Hartmann, has arrived too late for detailed notice in the 
present number of the Ethnological Journal. We desire, however, at 
once to direct the attention of all ethnologists to this new and valuable 
auxiliary. 



ETHNOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 



On a Method of Measuring the Human Form, for the use of Students in 
Ethnology. By J. H. Lamprey, Assistant-Secretary and Sub- 
Editor of the Quarterly Journal of the Society, and Librarian to 
the Royal Geographical Society, etc. 

Collectors of photographs illustrative of the races of man, have ex- 
perienced the greatest difficulty in questions of comparison of measure- 
ment of individuals by some common standard. Latterly a plan, 
simple and answering the purpose, has been put in practice by myself, 
which I submit to the Society for the approval of fellow-workers, with 
the hope of obtaining valuable suggestions of improvement in details 
not yet complete. 

A stout frame of wood, seven feet by three, is neatly ruled along 
its inner side into divisions of two inches ; small nails are driven 
into these ruled lines, and fine silk thread is strained over them, 
dividing the included surface by longitudinal and latitudinal lines 
into squares of two inches every way. Against this screen the figure 
is placed, the heel fairly on a line with one of the strings ; the iron 
prop to support the object is pressed firmly in its place at some dis- 
tance from the background; for, by this means better defined outlines 
are secured than if the man stood directly against a solid screen on 
which lines might haye been scored. By means of such photographs 




MGTJRB OF YOUNG AFEICANV, 

{Sierra Leone), 

To illustrate Mr. Lam/prey's Method of Measuring the Human Frame. 
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the anatomical structure of a good academy figure or model of six feet 
can be compared with a Malay of four feet eight in height ; and the 
study of all those peculiarities of contour which are so distinctly ob- 
servable in each group, are greatly helped by this system of perpen- 
dicular lines, and they serve as good guides to their definition, which no 
verbal description can convey, and but few artists could delineate. 
The photographs are produced on a large scale, and my portfolio already 
contains a collection of specimens of various races. 

Photographers on foreign stations would greatly assist us if they 
adopted the same plan; and encouraged by the general expression of 
opinion as to the value of the method by the Society, I shall take 
steps to disseminate the photographs amongst collectors who may 
choose to apply for them, or desire to communicate with me in further- 
ance of the method. 



Nyam-Nyam. — What vocabulary is there of the Nyam-Nyam lan- 
guages besides that given by Mr. Petherick 1 

There is a suggestion that there is a connection between the Nyam- 
Nyam tribes (reputed to have tails) and the Ashantees. The few re- 
mains of the Nyam-Nyam dialects appear to favour the supposition, 
but the materials available are insufficient for arriving at any certain 
conclusion. Hyde Clabk. 

32, St. George's Square, S.W. 

Titans. — It is possible the Titans of mythology may represent some 
old aboriginal populations of Asia Minor. Didi in the Georgian dia- 
lects means great, and Didani might be applied to "great men" as 
plural; the Titans were reputed to be giants. Titan does not appear 
to be of Greek origin or derivation. X. 

Father and Mother. — In Georgia the words are mama for father, 
and deda for mother. This may be treated as a transposition, and we 
may compare it familiarly with our daddy and mammy. It is, how- 
ever, an example of transposition as compared with languages more 
nearly allied. The suggestion naturally is, that the early types of 
words for father and mother were simply various types and forms in- 
discriminately applied to either parent, and, therefore, meaning no 
more than parent. This is in analogy with what we know of early 
forms, which are not restricted to a sole type, and likewise with what 
we know of the secondary stage, in which the several forms are arbi- 
trarily sorted out by different races to define modifications of the ori- 
ginal idea. If this be the case, speculations as to the relative antiquity 
of the word for mother are much less certain than they appear. ? 



Cromlechs, etc. — What justification is there for assuming that monu- 
ments of the so-called Druidic class are necessary Aryan and Indo- 
European 1 ! Are they really confined to the Indo-European area? 
According to Mr. Fergusson, they are to be found in northern Asia in 
the non -Indo-European area. Indophilus. 
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Effect of Suckling. — I have heard it alleged of countries where wet- 
nurses are much employed, that the children acquire a likeness to the 
nurses. Are there any recorded observations 1 0. K. 

I see mentioned in a recent work entitled " Under Egyptian Palms," 
that in one of the cavern tombs on the Nile the skulls contained per- 
fect teeth, " and the upper teeth had in many instances been filed 
sliarp ; and the author goes on to say that Livingstone speaks of cer- 
tain tribes of central Africa where women file their teeth to a point. 
May I ask any of your readers if this custom is well authenticated as 
common to East Africa in ancient or modern times. J. H. L. 



Scalping. — Scalping has not hitherto been considered a characteris- 
tic custom of any of the wild tribes on the north-eastern frontier of 
Bengal. It appears to be so, however, for Mr. Daly, Official District 
Superintendent of Police, in reporting an attack by the Loshai Rookiies 
on the Manae-Rhiel tea-gardens in Cachae on the 4th of January, 
1869, writes as follows: — "The bodies of seven coolies were found, 
one man, five women, and a child. I only observed that the head of 
the man had been removed. This, however (the head), I found about 
one hundred yards from the trunk, and with the scalp taken off ; and 
in commenting on this raid, the Friend of India confirms the state- 
ment that the object of the Loshais was to obtain scalps to use in 
celebrating the funeral rites of a late chief. The Naga tribes, says that 
journal, use the scalping-knife with a ferocity which is only equalled 
by the American Indians, and the scalps are carefully preserved as 
evidences of their prowess and vengeance over their enemies. On the 
death of a chief all the scalps taken by him during his warlike career 
are burned with his remains." 



NOTICES OF ETHNOLOGY. 

Some excavations have lately been made by the Rev. Frederick Porter, 
in a cromlech in the Island of Jersey, known by the name of the Druids' 
Temple or Polgulaye, at Faldouet. It is situated on a plateau imme- 
diately over Gorey and Ann Port, and is described by Falle, in his 
History of Jersey. 

The following account of the excavations is given by Mr. Porter in 
the Jersey Times of the 8th February, 1869 : — " When I first saw the 
cromlech I found it had been partly opened, but there was still much 
to explore. On inquiry, I ascertained that some thirty years previously 
the then proprietor of the soil cleared away the western part of the 
mound and opened the primary and some other cists ; he appeared to 
have but little idea of what he was to find, and probably looked for 
other things than prehistoric relics. The cromlech is placed east and 
■west longitudinally. The west contains the primary cist, the east end 
is the entrance and in ordinary cases is left open. An area or nave 
joins the primary cist, having on each side a succession of cists, and 
this area comes into contact on each side with the avenue or parallelith 



